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Although the hearing before the magistrates is
only in the nature of a preliminary investigation
and is not final it would be a great mistake to
think it is not important. Once a defendant is
discharged by the magistrates the prosecution very
rarely recharges him; and the dismissal must save
a client a good deal of anxiety and expense whilst
awaiting the Assizes or Sessions.

JURISDICTION

Magistrates can deal not only with indictable
offences which have been committed in their
jurisdiction but also with persons who have
committed an offence outside it but who happen
to be arrested within it. As a general rule, however,
indictable offences like summary offences are dealt
with in the jurisdiction in which they were com-
mitted. This is usually much the more convenient
course because in most cases the witnesses reside
in the area where the offence was committed and
the local police have already begun investigations.

Where a defendant has committed a series of
indictable offences in a number of different juris-
dictions, he may be charged with all the offences
in any one jurisdiction in which he has committed
an offence; for instance proceedings may be taken
against a burglar for offences in a number of towns
in any one of which he has committed a burglary
(Criminal Justice Act, 1925, s. 11 (2)).

Two defendants can be dealt with jointly for
one offence though one committed his share in
another jurisdiction. (Criminal Justice Act, 1925,
s. 31 (1) ). If, for instance, one man steals
something in London and another receives it in